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Hedge trimmers

WHAT YOU
SHOULD LOOK FOR
Safety switch. A safety
awitch is essential to
ensure the blades stop
immediately. The blades
should come to a halt in
less than a second.
Protective guard.

You must wear protective
clothing including gloves
and goggles, but all
trimmers should include a
hand guard to protect you.
Blades. Look for blades
with a precision-hardened
cutting edge. The upper
blades may even be
diamond ground to

30 degrees for

optimum cutting results.
Dual-action blades are
more effective. Safety
blades are important
—check that the cutting
edges are protected by a
wider blade.

Motor. Check the
wattage. The higher it is, the
more powerful the engine,
Cable. Al electric

hedage trimmers come
with a cable, 10m is the
minimum, and a fitted
plug. Always use an RCD
(current breaker) in case
you cut the cable while
you're working.
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A great hedge makes all the difference to a
garden — but you need a good trimmer to
keep it in shape. UJe put 1l models to the test.
Tester: Neil Pope, Managing Editor

WHAT WE LOOKED FOR

[deally a hedge timmer should be light and easy to handle with sharp, dual-action
blades. It needs to be comfortable to use and well-balanced with safety features such
as a protective hand guard, blade cover and cut-off switch. The blades need to cope
with a wide variety of hedging plants from young shoots to woodier growth,

MAKITA
UH5550 HEDGE TRIMMER
PRICE £146

8 Engine: Electric, S00W.
@ Blade: Double action/double sided. Blade length S550mm.
B Contact: 01908 211678 or visit www.makitauk.com

This was one of the most expensive timmers tested. It

performed efficiently and without any fuss. One excellent
feature was an extension cable retainer on both sides of
the handle casing, eliminating the risk of the cable being
trapped in the blades. The large hand guard and
twio-handed operation were other good safety
features. This timmer is built to last for a
long time. Weighs 3.5kg.

Rating: T202%F

EFCO
TSe01E HEDGE TRIMMER
PRICE £59.99 PLUS VHI.

@ Engine: Electric, 580W.
@ Blade: Double action with a blade length of 700mm.
B Contact: Visit www efco-plc.co.uk for details.

This trimmer had a longer blade than most but remained well-
balanced. It was excellent throughout, cutting like a knife through
butter and was a great choice for a large garden with woody
hedges, especially if you haven't got access to tha other
side. This timmer had cbviously been designed
with comfort in mind, and because it was light
to handie didn’'t make your arms ache.
Wieighs 4.3kg.

Rating: Tr¥2ee






